
 
 

Quickly Finding the Sum of a 
group of Numbers in Excel 

Excel provides a calculation 
tool in the status bar. Just 
select two or more cells: 

 

and look down to the status bar 
where it says Sum= (shown 
here).  

 

That's the sum of the cells 
you've selected You can also 
instantly perform several other 
calculations; first select your 
cells, then right-click anywhere 
on the Status bar: 

 

and then in the menu that 
appears, choose one of the 
following options: 

• Average. The average 
of all the selected 
numbers or dates. 

• Count. The number of 
selected cells (including 
any cells with text in 
them). 

• Count Nums. The 
number of selected 
cells that contain 
numbers or dates. 

• Min. The selected 
number or date with the 
smallest value (for 
dates this means the 
earliest date). 

• Max. The selected 
number or date with the 
largest value (for dates 
this means the latest 
date). 

• Sum. The sum of all 
selected numbers. 
Although you can use 
this with date values, 
because of the way 
Excel stores date values 
adding dates together 
generates meaningless 
results. 

 

Most of the Status bar 
calculations don't work 
properly if you select both date 
and numeric information. For 
example, when you're 

attempting to add up a list of 
numbers and dates, Excel 
computes the value using both 
date values—which it stores 
internally as numbers and the 
ordinary numbers; Excel then 
displays the final count using 
the formatting of the first 
selected cell. That adds up, 
alas, to a number that doesn't 
really mean anything. 

So instead of having to add all 
the totals together you can just 
highlight the numbers you need 
and look in the status bar for 
the total.  

If you need to schedule any 
training or have any questions 
about this article or any other 
computer question please call 
799-5117 or email the Training 
Coordinator at 
WWaupoose@mitw.org  

Upcoming Classroom 
Schedule: 

 
2/8: Excel Functions and 
Formulas 
 
2/10: Mail Merge 
 
2/15: Excel Forms and 
Databases 
 
2/16: Intermediate Searching 
the Internet 
 
2/17: Advanced Word 
 

See you next time!!! 
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